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Since the mid-1980s the United States has made significant progress in reducing the risk from exposure to radon.

This progress is  the result of a long-term effort between EP A, citizens, non-profit organizations, state and local go vernments,

the business community, and other Federal agencies working together.  More adult Americans are knowledgeable about radon

than at any time since the mid-1980s, when radon became a Nationa l health conce rn.  Approximately two-thirds (66%) of

Americans are generally aware of radon, and of those three-quarte rs (75% , on averag e) understa nd that rado n is a health

hazard.   Since the mid-1980s, about 18 million homes have been tested for radon and about 500,000 of them have been

mitigated.  Appro ximately 1.8 million new homes have been built with radon-resistant features since 1990.  EPA will continue

to focus its efforts, and those of its partners, on achieving actual risk reduction through the mitigation of existing homes and

the building of ne w homes to  be rado n-resistant.  EP A’s estimates of risk reduction are predicated upon mitigation systems

being properly installed, operated and maintained.  As a result of these actions to reduce radon levels in homes through 1999,

EPA estimates that appro ximately 350  future lung canc er deaths will b e prevente d each yea r.  This annual rate is expected

to rise as radon levels are lowered  in more new and existing hom es.

A.  INTRODUCTION

For more than 10 years, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has actively pursued a multi-
faceted campaign to reduce the adverse effect on the health of Americans caused by exposure to radon in indoor
air.  This report presents recent findings and historic trends in radon-related activities.  Measures of progress in
the EPA radon program presented in this report fall into four major categories:

1.  How aware the general public is about radon,

2.  The number of homes tested to determine the radon level,

3.  The number of existing homes with elevated radon levels that have been mitigated, and

4.  The number of homes built with radon-resistant new construction features.

B.  RADON AWARENESS

Background.  The EPA obtained data regarding the public’s awareness of the radon issues four times over the
seven year period 1993-1999: in 1993, 1994, 1996, and 1999.  These data were gathered through telephone
interview surveys of randomly selected American adults.  The first three of these surveys were conducted by a
contractor for the Conference of Radiation Control Program Directors (CRCPD), under the terms of a cooperative
agreement with EPA (CRCPD Radon Survey; 1993, 1994, and 1996).  The last survey was contracted directly
by the EPA to the Center for Survey Research and Analysis (CSRA), University of Connecticut (University of
Connecticut; 1999), using a refined methodology similar to that of the CRCPD surveys.  

The EPA has defined knowledgeable awareness as more than simply having heard of radon.  In addition
to having heard of radon, a respondent must be able to identify that exposure to radon is a health hazard, and that
radon is a naturally-occurring, colorless, odorless gas.  The following three questions were posed to a sample of
Americans in each of the four surveys.  They represent the components of knowledgeable awareness.

1.  Are you aware of radon?  [that is, have you ever heard of radon?]
2.  Is radon a health hazard?  [yes or no]
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3.  What is radon?  [selected from a multiple-choice list]
The following six bar graphs and discussion illustrate the survey responses to these questions.
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